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"Tho third section does no more than what tho Supremo Court in their reutmt decision hnve decided could be dono in a state in insurrection. Tho Supremo Court in thoir reuent decision, wliilo denying that a military tribunal could be organized in Indiana because it nevor hud been in .1 state of insurrection, expressly declared that these tribunals might have been, and might now bo, organized in insurrectionary states. There is nothing in this third section, iu my judgment, that is not now and has not boon done overy month within tho last twelve- months by tho President of the United States. Tho orders of General Sickles, and many other orders that I might quote, linvo gone further in punishment of crime thun this section proposes.
"Now, in regard to the fourth section, that is a limitation upon tho present law. Under the present law many executions of military tribunals aro summarily carried out. This section require.* all st'ntujjci.'s of military tribunals which affnot tho liberty of the citizen to bo sont to tho commanding oflicer of tlio district. They must bo approved by the commanding oflic.or of tho district; and so far us lifo is concerned the President may issue: his oi'dor at any moment now, or after this bill passes, directing that the military commander of tho district shall not onforoo a sentence of death until it is submitted to him, because tho military officer is a more subordinate of the President, remaining there at tho pleasure of tho President.
"Thoro is nothing, therefore, in these sections, tluit ought to alarm tlm nerves of my friend from Pennsylvania, or anybody else. I cannot think that those gentlemen are alarmed about tho state of despotism that President Johnson is to establish in tho southern states. I do not fool alarmed ; nor do I see anything in these sections as they now stand tlmt need endanger tho rights of tho most timid oiti'/on of tho United Slates. Tlioy are intended to protect a race of people who aro now without protection,
"Now, in regard to tho fifth section, which is tho main and malerlal feature of (Ins bill, I think it is right that (lie Congress of tlie- United States, boforo its adjournment, should designate somo way by which tho southern states may reorganize loyal state governments in harmony with fho constitution aeid Jaws of t)io United States, find tho sentiment of dm people-, aiu.1 find their way back to these halls. My own judgment is tlmt tho fifth section will point out a clear, easy, and right way for these, slates to bo re-stored to their full power in fho g-ovonunonh A)l tlmt it domtnids of tho people of tho southern states is to extend to all thoir main citizens, without distinction of racy or color, tho elective franchise. It is now too late in tho day to bo frightened by (his simple proposition. Senators can miiko tho most of it as !i political proposition. Upon that wo aro prepared, to meet them. But it does point out a way by which tho twenty absent Senators, and the fifty absent Representatives can get back to these halls, nnd there is no other way by which they can justly do it.
" It scorns to mo that tin's is tho whole substance of the bill. AII thoro is material in the bill is in the first two lines of the preamble and tho fifth .section, in my judgment. The first two lines may lay tho foundation by'ivml.rr I iTrcivi-tl Ihc fnllu\\in^ iHd-r. which in-dic.ait's very c.k'ui'ly thai. Air. Clitum wius an\iuus fur I lie (KtMili)   tli.i ji|. 'iK.i    ._.'..']>! U| MHJ       M.I    -.nm.ij^   i.i|    Mii|M l'H(s'   J"   I1!11   "!
